Should There Be a Columbus Day?

Introduction:  History is valuable when historians like you form opinions about controversial topics.  In recent years, Columbus Day has come under fire as being inappropriate to celebrate as a holiday.  Should Columbus be celebrated or should his day be replaced with a better person (if such a person exists)?

Format:  

-  5-paragraph essay.  

-  Handwritten, single-spaced.  

-  A paragraph is approximately seven sentences long.  

-  You need an introductory paragraph and a conclusion.

-  Grammar and sentence structure matter.

Tips

-  No 1st person language.  

-  Instead of saying, “in my opinion, Columbus was…” say “Columbus was…”

-  Avoid “one could say that”

-  Watch pronoun use – you have to tell me who “they” “we” “us” actually are before using these words.

-  You must have a thesis statement at the end of your introduction.  A thesis statement 1)takes a stand or makes an argument and 2)tells me the topics of your 3 body paragraphs.  For example:

“Through an examination of Columbus’ treatment of Native Americans, his religious hypocrisy, and his mistaken voyage, it becomes clear that Columbus should not be celebrated as a hero.”

